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Philadelphia, and we left this car at Havre de Grace.
I recall that we had luncheon on the steam ferry
crossing the Susquehanna.

We went through Baltimore in the same way that
we had through Philadelphia, in a railroad car drawn
by horses at a trot, with a brakeman blowing a horn
for people and vehicles to get out of the way of the
through express.

The entrance examinations to the Naval Academy
were very simple in those days, consisting chiefly of
reading, writing, and arithmetic. I had the good
fortune to pass. Before he started home my father
said to me:

"George, IVe done all I can for you. The rest
you must do for yourself."

This advice I have always tried to keep in mind.

Although the entrance examinations were easy,
the process of elimination was even more rigorous
through that stiff four years' course than at present*
Sixty of us entered the academy in '54, and only
fifteen of us were graduated in '58. By the end of
the first year twenty-three had been plucked. I
was number thirty-three out of the remaining thirty-
five. That old faculty for making things happen
had given me one hundred and thirteen demerit
marks. Two hundred meant dismissal,

I was very poor in history and geography, but
excellent in mathematics, which had pulled me
through. In the second year, when nine more hadt by train to Philadelphia. Horses
